
He has a FAN CLUB 
of thousands.
When Wilson Furr was playing golf in the Junior 
Ryder Cup, he developed an unexpected fan 
club. Young golf enthusiasts from a PGA Junior 
League team made a connection with him. They 
cheered him on from the rope line and were 
affectionately dubbed “The Furrballs.”

But back home, Wilson already had a fan club 
in the coaches, teachers, family and peers who 
challenged him to be his best – both on the 
course and in the classroom. Knowing the 
community was behind him has always been 
an inspiration. His coaches over the years, Rob 
Triplett and Ronnie Rogers, say he exemplifies 
the qualities of good sportsmanship and 
camaraderie. The Furrballs seemed to notice. 
ALL FOR ONE. That’s the JA Way.

Rob Triplett, JA Head Golf Coach Wilson Furr, U.S. Junior Ryder Cup Team

Finding 
HER voice.
Jackson Academy student Sydney Thaxton 
is part of a creative family with a television 
producer dad, an English teacher mom, 
and a brother who is first chair in the 2017 
Lions All-State Band.

She dabbled in writing short stories 
before coming to JA. But it was JA teacher 
Grace Simmons’ fifth-grade English class 
that inspired Sydney to complete her 
first book, Dusk. Simmons focuses a lot 
on writing, encouraging students to find 
their voice and use writing as a means 
of developing critical thinking skills. 
Excited about Sydney’s success, the 
school held a book signing to celebrate.  
ALL FOR ONE. That’s the JA Way.

Sydney Thaxton, JA Student

Marketing & Communications Project Examples

Telling JA stories



Inspired to Pursue 
EXCELLENCE.
A natural self-starter, Natalie Ford discovered her love 
for speech and debate while at Jackson Academy. When 
challenged to prepare and even improvise speeches on 
the speech and debate team, Natalie’s already creative 
thinking and writing found a whole new outlet. Among 
her many accolades, Natalie earned the honor of 
competing at the 2017 National Catholic Forensic League 
tournament, as well as a Degree of Distinction from the 
National Speech and Debate Association.

Although speech and debate is one of the most attractive 
extracurricular activities for college admission, Natalie is 
just thankful for a school community that encouraged her 
to explore her gifts and inspired her to pursue excellence. 
Her enhanced skills of communication will serve her well 
as an incoming freshman at Marist College in New York. 
ALL FOR ONE. That’s the JA Way.

Natalie Ford

If you’re
ALL FOR ONE, 
you give your all.
At Jackson Academy, you are surrounded by a 
community of supporters—all dedicated to 
helping you identify your greatest talents, 
develop your particular gifts, and live with a 
strong sense of faith and purpose.

JA senior Nancy Usey was selected STAR 
Student in the Mississippi Economic Council 
Student-Teacher Achievement Recognition 
Program. She chose history teacher, Dr. Dennis 
Conklin, as her STAR teacher. Nancy gives his 
class credit for inspiring her to take on new 
challenges, up her game, and think for herself. 
Dr. Conklin believes embracing a challenge 
makes us stronger when we reach the other side. 
All for one, it’s the JA way.

Telling JA stories



ONE FOR ALL 
means ONE-TO-ONE.
At Jackson Academy, we give an Apple to every 
teacher. And every student, too. The Apple one-to-one 
program means every JA student (K3-12th grade) is 
given a grade level appropriate Apple device. In 
Sandra McKay’s American and English literature 
classes this creates a paperless space where 
students build skills in creativity, critical thinking, 
communication, and collaboration. “I think the 
one-to-one program has made us all better teachers,” 
says McKay.

Not only has Jackson Academy received the 
Apple Distinguished School award, we are proud 
to announce that 100 percent of our teaching 
faculty is now Apple Teacher Certified. Through 
this program, our teachers are supported and 
empowered to educate the leaders of tomorrow with 
the leading technology of today. ALL FOR ONE. 
That’s the JA Way.

Supporting student endeavors

Our graphic designer assisted Common Grounds with logo development. The logo ultimately selected was based on a student 
design that the marketing office refined.

Telling JA stories



WE WERE NEW 
ONCE, TOO.

In 1959, Jackson Academy opened its doors for the first time with 
the innovative approach of using phonics to help build student 
success. Today, Jackson Academy provides a superior education to 
more than 1,200 K3-12th grade students, helping them to achieve 
their greatest potential. And while a lot has changed, our dedication 
to enriching the life of each student through innovative teaching 
and learning has not. In fact, Jackson Academy has earned an Apple 
Distinguished School designation for its use of technology to create 
an exemplary learning environment.

Jackson Academy is an independent college preparatory day school 
in the heart of Jackson. Come see for yourself how we inspire and 
equip students to lead lives of purpose and significance each day. 
ALL FOR ONE. That’s the JA way.

Schedule your visit to our state-of-the-art campus today by   
calling 601.364.5761.

ALL FOR ONE to 
welcome all of you.

Reaching new residents



1 of 4 Cum Laude society chapters in MS • Over $7.5 million in scholarships offered annually to our graduating class • 
50% of sixth graders are presidential scholars • Full college scholarships earned for high ACT and SAT scores • State math & science 
champions • 80% of Advanced Placement students score 3 or higher on college AP exams • Rhodes Scholar • First Apple 
K-12 one-to-one school in Southeast  • Apple Distinguished School • 2-time Grand National Band Champion • MS Gatorade Volleyball & 
Track Player of the Year • Dandy Dozen basketball stars • High School National Heisman Finalist • 100% Apple Certified teachers •  
3 STEM labs and SMARTKids lab for K3 • Character-developing experiential Soar program • 100% of students involved in service 
• 4 academic divisions focusing on developmental needs of each age • Member of Center for Spiritual and Ethical  
Education • A leader in differentiated education • 2017 MAIS State Champions • 2017 MAIS Don Souder Award • 
Accredited by AdvancEd, MSASC, SAIS, MAIS • 10 Advanced Placement courses offered • 1 of 4 Cum Laude society chapters 
in MS • Over $7.5 million in scholarships offered annually to our graduating class • 50% of sixth graders are presidential scholars 
• Full college scholarships earned for high ACT and SAT scores • State math & science champions • 80% of Advanced Placement 
students score 3 or higher on college AP exams • Rhodes Scholar • First Apple K-12 one-to-one school in Southeast • Apple 
Distinguished School • 2-time Grand National Band Champion • MS Gatorade Volleyball & Track Player of the Year • Dandy Dozen 
basketball stars • High School National Heisman Finalist • 100% Apple Certified teachers • 3 STEM labs and SMARTKids lab for K3 • 
Character-developing experiential Soar program • Each student has Apple computing device • 100% of students involved in service 
• 4 academic divisions focusing on developmental needs of each age • Member of Center for Spiritual and Ethical Education • A 
leader in differentiated education • 2017 MAIS State Champions • 2017 MAIS Don Souder Award • Accredited by AdvancEd, MSASC, 
SAIS, MAIS • 10 Advanced Placement courses offered • 1 of 4 Cum Laude society chapters in MS • Over $7.5 million in scholarships 
offered annually to our graduating class • 50% of sixth graders are presidential scholars • Dandy Dozen basketball stars • 
Full college scholarships earned for high ACT and SAT scores • State math & science champions • 80% of Advanced Placement  
students score 3 or higher on college AP exams • Rhodes Scholar • First Apple K-12 one-to-one school in Southeast • 
Apple Distinguished School • 2-time Grand National Band Champion • MS Gatorade Volleyball & Track Player of the Year 
High School National Heisman Finalist • 100% Apple Certified teachers • 3 STEM labs and SMARTKids lab for K3 •  
Character-developing experiential Soar program • 4 academic divisions focusing on developmental needs of each age • 100% 
of students involved in service • Member of Center for Spiritual and Ethical Education • A leader in differentiated education • 2017 
MAIS State Champions • 2017 MAIS Don Souder Award • Accredited by AdvancEd, MSASC, SAIS, MAIS • 10 Advanced Placement 
courses offered • 1 of 4 Cum Laude society chapters in MS • Over $7.5 million in scholarships offered annually to our graduating 
class • 50% of sixth graders are presidential scholars • Full college scholarships earned for high ACT and SAT scores • State 
math & science champions • 80% of Advanced Placement students score 3 or higher on college AP exams • Rhodes Scholar • First 
Apple K-12 one-to-one school in Southeast • Apple Distinguished School • 2-time Grand National Band Champion • MS Gatorade

OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

Over $7.5 million in scholarships offered annually to our graduating class

80% of Advanced Placement students score 3 or higher on college AP exams

100% Apple Certified teachers

4 academic divisions focusing on developmental needs of each age

Accredited by AdvancEd, MSASC, SAIS, MAIS

10 Advanced Placement courses offered 
Dandy Dozen basketball stars

3 STEM labs and SMARTKids lab for K3
Character-developing experiential Soar program

Full college scholarships earned for high ACT and SAT scores

Apple Distinguished School

Jackson Academy is an independent college preparatory day school 
in the heart of Jackson. We provide students with a comprehensive 
education that is a foundation for their future success. We foster 
critical thinking through innovative teaching in an exemplary 
learning environment - and our results speak for themselves.

 We invite you to visit our state-of-the-art campus and see for 
yourself what makes Jackson Academy a special place for your child. 
ALL FOR ONE. That’s the JA way.

Schedule a tour today by emailing admissions@jacksonacademy.org 
or calling 601.364.5761.

1200 students, K3-12, 
239 faculty and staff, 11:1 ratio, 
2 Apple Distinguished School 
Awards…IT ALL ADDS UP.

LEARN MORE AT JACKSONACADEMY.ORG/TOUR

Reaching new residents



“Jackson Academy emphasizes community, 
not just excellence.”

PAUL BAUTISTA
NINTH GRADE STUDENT AND JA JERNBERG SCHOLAR

“My teachers invested in my well-being as a person as well as as a student, 
and this motivated me and encouraged me to do my absolute best.”

SARAH CRIDDLE
JA CLASS OF 2013 AND UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE STUDENT

“The quality and character of this school is so distinctively 
different. I’ve been blessed by it.”

DR. JIM FUTRAL
JA PAST PARENT AND CURRENT GRANDPARENT

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR-TREASURER OF THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST CONVENTION

And at Jackson Academy, each story has a common theme. Here, 
your child will find lifelong friends and become inspired to lead 
a life of purpose and significance, all in a nurturing and spiritual 
community. You will see your child’s gifts develop as they are 
equipped to achieve new life goals. Our faculty will partner with your 
family to shape your child’s story on their path to success in life, a 
path well-worn by JA graduates who have gone before.

We invite you to visit our state-of-the art campus and see for yourself 
what makes Jackson Academy a special place for your child.  
ALL FOR ONE. That’s the JA way.

Schedule a tour today by emailing admissions@jacksonacademy.org 
or calling 601.364.5761.

LEARN MORE AT JACKSONACADEMY.ORG/TOUR

EVERY FAMILY has a story.

Reaching new residents
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J A C K S O N  A C A D E M Y

A Publication for Jackson Academy Alumni, Families, and Friends

2017 ISSUE  |  VOLUME XVIII

Signature school publication

The new True Blue is a 122-page publication that celebrates a full year at JA from student stories to records of giving. The 
Marketing and Development offices handle the project jointly. The Admission office also uses the publication for student 
recruitment.



ACHIEVE YOUR FULL POTENTIAL AT JA!
JACKSONACADEMY.ORG | 601.362.9676

Jackson Academy is accepting applications for the 
James Peter Jernberg, Jr. Scholarship from students 
entering fifth through eleventh grades in 2018–19. 
Jernberg Scholars will receive full tuition and fees 
to attend JA. Applicants must demonstrate some 
financial need, and scholars will be selected based 
on academic excellence, enthusiasm for success, 
and determination to excel in a challenging, 
innovative environment.

Apply now at:
jacksonacademy.org/jernbergscholars

JERNBERG
T H E

S C H O L A R S H I P

A Worthy Name,
An Exceptional Education

ACHIEVE YOUR FULL POTENTIAL AT JA!  |  JACKSONACADEMY.ORG  |  601.364.5450

Jackson Academy is accepting applications for the James Peter Jernberg, 
Jr. Scholarship from students entering fifth through eleventh grades in 
2018–19. Jernberg Scholars will receive full tuition and fees to attend JA. 
Applicants must demonstrate some financial need, and scholars will be 
selected based on academic excellence, enthusiasm for success, and 
determination to excel in a challenging, innovative environment.

Apply now at jacksonacademy.org/jernbergscholars.

A Worthy Name, An Exceptional Education

JERNBERG
T H E

S C H O L A R S H I P

ACHIEVE YOUR FULL POTENTIAL AT JA!  |  JACKSONACADEMY.ORG  |  601.364.5450

Jackson Academy is accepting applications for the James Peter Jernberg, 
Jr. Scholarship from students entering fifth through eleventh grades in 
2018–19. Jernberg Scholars will receive full tuition and fees to attend JA. 
Applicants must demonstrate some financial need, and scholars will be 
selected based on academic excellence, enthusiasm for success, and 
determination to excel in a challenging, innovative environment.

Apply now at jacksonacademy.org/jernbergscholars.

A Worthy Name, An Exceptional Education

JERNBERG
T H E

S C H O L A R S H I P

Generating inquiries for the Jernberg Scholarship



JACKSON           ACADEMY

JERNBERG
T H E

S C H O L A R S H I P
4908  R IDGEWOOD ROAD |  JACKSON,  M ISS ISS IPP I  392 1 1

601 .362 .9676  |  JACKSONACADEMY.ORG

Important Dates

Testing Dates
The morning of the test, check in at the JA Learning 
Center at 8:00 a.m. Testing begins at 8:15 a.m. and will 
end at noon.

October 14 November 11 December 2

November 24
• Deadline to Register to Apply

December 2
•  Application deadline
•  Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS) deadline
•  Jackson Academy Tuition Assistance Application Due

February 15
•  Federal tax returns, W2s, and 1099s due to SSS

Early March
•  Jernberg Scholar notification
•  Enrollment contract due two weeks after notification

For More Information

For additional information, please contact the scholarship 
coordinator at 601.364.5450 or visit the website at 
jacksonacademy.org/jernbergscholars.

How Scholarships Are Awarded

All applicants must register to apply, submit an 
application with two essays for consideration, and have 
completed certain standardized testing. Two teacher 
recommendation letters are required, and parents must 
submit online financial information. The scholarship 
committee will then review all applications and select 
finalists based on both academic achievement and 
financial need. Finalists will go through an interview 
process to determine Jernberg Scholarship recipients. 
Full tuition through graduation will be awarded, so long 
as eligibility requirements are maintained.

Steps to Apply

•  First register for the Jernberg Scholarship online 
Registration Deadline - Friday, November 24, 2017

• Complete a 2018–19 application for admission to 
Jackson Academy online or be a current (2017–18) 
fourth through tenth grade JA student.

•  Complete the application for the Jernberg Scholarship 
and submit it along with the two student essays.

•  Complete admission testing for new students. 
Applicants will check in at 8:00 a.m. and test 
from 8:15 a.m.–12:00 p.m. on one of the following 
Saturdays: October 14, November 11, or December 2.

•  Submit two letters of recommendation from 
teachers, principals, pastors, coaches, or other 
school leaders, with at least one from a teacher. As 
a courtesy, please request recommendations before 
Thanksgiving, since they are due on December 2.

•  Complete the tuition assistance application and 
submit it online along with the Parents’ Financial 
Statement (PFS) to the SSS between November 1 
and December 2. The 2017 tax return, W-2s, and 
1099s must be uploaded to the SSS website on or 
before February 15, 2018.

A Worthy Name,
An Exceptional Education

Eligibility and Application Process

Eligibility
This scholarship is offered to students entering grades 
five through eleven for the 2018–19 school year, who are 
currently enrolled or are applying for admission.

Eligibility is based upon:
•  U. S. Citizenship;
•  An admission application including admission 

test scores, two recommendations, two essays, 
transcripts, and an on-campus interview for finalists; 
recommendations may be from teachers, principals, 
pastors, coaches, and other school leaders, with at 
least one teacher recommendation encouraged;

•  Placement in the top five percent of students 
academically as identified by school records, 
standardized test scores, or other recognized 
assessment methods;

•  Having exemplary citizenship in accordance with JA 
core values, and showing enthusiasm and motivation 
for maximizing educational opportunities;

•  Qualifying for some level of demonstrated financial 
need as determined by School and Student Services 
(SSS) by NAIS.

What is The Jernberg Scholarship?

The Jernberg Scholarship, created in honor of former 
Headmaster and President Peter Jernberg, is a 
competitive scholarship that provides full tuition and 
fees (includes select fees in school sponsored clubs, 
activities, and sports) to exceptionally gifted students 
who have some demonstrated financial need. The 
scholarship will help students entering fifth through 
eleventh grade, who demonstrate outstanding academic 
success and motivation to excel in a challenging, 
innovative environment, obtain a Jackson Academy 
education. 

Expectations of a Jernberg Scholar

•  To honor the high standards of the program, Jernberg 
Scholars will be good citizens who contribute to 
the Jackson Academy community and demonstrate 
respect for their teachers, the administration, and their 
fellow students.

•  Jernberg Scholars will be expected to maintain a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 3.5 for the academic 
school year.

•  Jernberg Scholars should embrace the curriculum 
choices and pursue a personally challenging  
course load.

•  Similarly, it is hoped that Jernberg Scholars 
will actively seek opportunities to participate 
in extracurricular activities in the arts, athletics, 
community service, and/or student leadership.

2017–18
JERNBERG
SCHOLARS

“Because of the life changing impact it will have for the students receiving it, it is only fitting that this scholarship bear a name worthy of its high purpose and standing.” 
Walter Weems, JA board attorney and former Board of Trustees chair
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THE  JACKSON ACADEMY PERFORMING ARTS   PRODUCTION OF

J A C K S O N  A C A D E M Y  |  4 9 0 8  R I D G E W O O D  R O A D  |  J A C K S O N ,  M I S S I S S I P P I  3 9 2 1 1  |  J A C K S O N A C A D E M Y. O R G

PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER

TICKETS:  Visit ticketsource.us/jacksonacademy to preorder 
and choose your seats or purchase assigned seating at the 
Performing Arts Center before each performance.

$12 GENERAL ADMISSION, $20 PREMIUM SEATING
$6 FACULTY/STUDENT GENERAL, $12 FACULTY/STUDENT PREMIUM

Saturday, October 28 - 7:00 p.m.   •   Sunday, October 29 - 2:00 p.m.   •   Monday, October 30 - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 4 - 7:00 p.m.   •   Sunday, November 5 - 2:00 p.m.

Disney and
Cameron Mackintosh’s

A Musical based on the stories of 
P.L. Travers and the Walt Disney Film

“Mary Poppins” is 
presented through 
special arrangement 
with Music Theatre 
International (MTI). 
All authorized 
performance 
materials are also 
supplied by MTI. 
www.MTIShows.com

Join us for a Jolly Holiday Tea Party after the show on Sunday, October 29th in the cafeteria. Tickets for the tea party are $15 each.

Providing graphics and promotion for departments



JACKSON ACADEMY 
INVITES YOU TO COME DISCOVER THE JA WAY.

Open House for Prospective Preschool Parents

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2017
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. | JA Administration Building, Sheffield Drive

RSVP Online  jacksonacademy.org/visitja
*See Jackson Academy Admissions Events Online for K3 Scheduled Test Dates

See Us In Action

4908  R IDGEWOOD ROAD |  JACKSON,  M I SS I SS I P P I  392 1 1  |  601 . 3 62 . 9676  |  JAC KSONAC ADEM Y.OR G

Generating campus tours



JACKSON ACADEMY 
INVITES YOU TO COME DISCOVER THE JA WAY.

In Action

See Us

Open House for Prospective Parents of 1st-4th Graders

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2017
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Reserved parking at the JA Administration Building, Sheffield Drive

RSVP Online  jacksonacademy.org/visitja

4908  R IDGEWOOD ROAD |  JACKSON,  M I SS I SS I P P I  392 1 1  |  601 . 3 62 . 9676  |  JAC KSONAC ADEM Y.OR G

Generating campus tours



JACKSON ACADEMY 
INVITES YOU TO COME DISCOVER THE JA WAY.

In Action

See Us

Open House for Prospective Parents of 5th-12th Graders

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2017
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Reserved parking at the JA Administration Building, Sheffield Drive

RSVP Online  jacksonacademy.org/visitja

4908  R IDGEWOOD ROAD |  JACKSON,  M I SS I SS I P P I  392 1 1  |  601 . 3 62 . 9676  |  JAC KSONAC ADEM Y.OR G

Generating campus tours



Keeping constituents informed


